Since 1991, the Yamashina Institute for Ornithology has been conducting a restoration project on the Short-tailed Albatross Diomedea albatrus on Tori-shima, using decoys and vocal lures. Since 1993, observations have been made each year of the behaviour of Short-tailed Albatrosses in relation to the decoys for a period of about one week to ten days during February (Sato et al. 1998) . In 2000 this fieldwork was delayed to the period from 23 February to 7 March due to bad weather conditions. In addition to this February fieldwork, we visit the island for about 10 days in October every year to set up the decoys and again for about ten days in May to stow them away.
On 4 March 2000 at 5 : 00, the calls of several Japanese Murrelets were heard near our base camp at Hatsune-zaki in the western part of the island. A search later that day along the rocky cliffs of Hatsune-zaki resulted in the discovery of a freshly dead individual of this species among the rocks at an elevation of about 20 m above sea level (Fig. 1a ). The dead bird was found among large volcanic rocks piled up at the foot of an almost vertical rocky cliff. Fragments of broken eggshell were attached to the external abdomen of the eggshell fragments found from the dead body of the Japanese Murrelet. The two pieces on the right were attached to the external abdomen.
The three pieces on the left were found in the oviduct.
Information derived from the dead murrelet shows that this bird was in its laying period at a date that agrees with the laying period described by Yamashina (1936) and Ono (1996) as from the February to April. The obvious explanation is that it probably struck a rock while returning to its nest among the rocks of Hatsune-zaki. The impact presumably broke the egg it was just about to lay while it was still in the oviduct causing the bird's death. The eggshell fragments attached to the external abdomen seem to have been pushed out of the cloaca as the bird died. This was the first time that we had observed this species on the island or in adjacent waters since the start of this project in 1991. On 22-23 February 2001, we again heard calls of this species at around 22:00 near the base camp in Hatsune-zaki. However, we could not determine if these birds were attending nest sites before egg laying or after egg laying. Synthliboramphus murrelets perform nocturnal vocalizations on waters beside colonies and on land before egg laying and throughout the breeding season (Gaston 1992) .
The discovery of the dead bird in the laying period and the confirmation of calls in two successive breeding seasons strongly suggest that the Japanese Murrelet breeds on Tori-shima.
However, the breeding population, if it exists at all, is thought to be very small considering the scarcity of observations of this species and the abundance of rats (Rattus sp.) on the island, which would prey heavily on the ground nests of small birds such as the Japanese Murrelet. 
